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SEPARATING?

Mediation provides a
low cost alternative
for separating couples

® Help with arrangements
for children

® Help with the division
of property
® Reduced legal costs

® Free no obligation initial
meeting for both parties

Call us
NOW

e, 01302
sy’ 308 970

or e-mail us at: info@athertongodfrey.co.uk

.hertongr.o.uk -
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By Clir Christine Mills
Doncaster Council’s Cabinet Member for
the Environment and Waste
The Gift of Christmas and Community

It's that time of year again when I'm always amazed at
how generous and giving people are. Not only did people
across Doncaster raise thousands of pounds for the
Movember movement, but we've also seen an outpouring
of generosity and kindness following the recent tragic
events in the Philippines.

It's truly moving to see how people can give so much
when they themselves might not have a lot. And that's
exactly what makes Doncaster who we are. It's what
our communities are built on.

It sounds cliché- but there is nothing greater than watching
someone you love open the Christmas gift you've bought
them knowing it’s an instant hit. That feeling is so special.

So it's at this time of year | look around and see all

the people in our great town who are giving a part of
themselves every day. The ladies in the St James Tenants
and Residents Group who spend the year knitting bobble
hats to send to babies oversees. The staff at our local
stores who give bread they won't sell to the hostels and
shelters. Community groups working tirelessly to put

on events and activities for young people.

It's these selfless acts which make up the fabric of
our society.

So why not give a unique gift this Christmas for the people
of Doncaster?

You can become a snow warden, ready to help your

local community when the flakes start to fall. You can
visit an elderly person in your local area by coming an
Independent Age volunteer. Or you can give a few pennies
to the Salvation Army, or The Samaritans or countless
other hard working charities when you see them in town.

Whatever it is, you know that the feeling you get when
you've given that gift will be priceless.

Enjoy the countdown to Christmas.

For more details please contact:

Independent Age volunteering
hitp//www.independentage.org/volunteer/become-a-volunteer/
Snow Warden volunteering 01302 736000

PIONEERING SURGERY TO USE THE VEIN OF A COW HELPS YOUNGSTER

When medics said their daughter was unlikely to live long

ISTERS DEFY

FEATURE

BY GAEL STIGANT
Gael.Stigant@jpress.co.uk
@GaelStigant

eet Hannah Rob-
erts-theteenage
girl whose heart
was

mended by the
vein of acow

‘When she was an unborn ba-
by, doctors had advised her
parents to consider a termi-
nation after scans revealed
she was at the worst end of
the seale for a life-threaten-
ing heart condition.

But mum Frederika and dad

Simon refused - instead opt- -

ing for Hannah to take part
inaclinical trial to have a
cow’s artery and valve put
into her chest in the place
of her missing pulmonary
artery.
Fast-forward to the
presentday and the
14-year-old lives
‘herlife to the full
-netting goalsin
school hock-
eymatches,
treading the
boards with
herdrama
cluband
doing what
allteen-
agegirlsdo
best...argu-
ing with
herolder
sister.

RAVEH

Hannah and her older sister
Charlie, 16, seem just like
your average teenage sisters.
But the matching scars they
have running down their
chestsreveal thereis more
to their story.
Both girls, who attend Hill
House School and live with
their parents in Wind-
sor Court, Dunsville, were
born with serious heart
conditions. And both have
come close to death, only to
bounce back with tremen-
dous bravery and strength.
“We are immensely proud
of Charlie and Hannah - of
how far they’ve both come
and the maturity, much
beyond their years, with
which they have overcome
all the obstacles life has
thrown in their paths,” says
Frederika, 41.
Problems first emerged
when Fred had

- ‘HEY SAID THERE
WASNOBODY OVER
THE AGE OF 20 THAT
HAD SURVIVED HER

CONDITIONIN
THEWORLD’

a scan while pregnant with
Charlie.

Medics were unable to see
parts of Charlie’s heart
properly and when she was
born, she was blue.
“Something wasn’t right,”
Fred explains.

“She was diagnosed with
multiple heart conditions
which explained why they
couldn’t see parts of her
heart. Her valves and cham-
bers were wrong - wrong
shape, wrong size, wrong
place. :
“When we brought her home

she was always a shade of
purple - she had turquoise
nails and purple lips.”
At age five, Charlie had suc-
cessful surgery to change
the ‘plumbing’ of her heart.
Meanwhile, Fred had be-
come pregnant again with
Hannah and doctors had
bad news- she toohad a
heart condition.
“They told us she had pul-
monary atresia - she didn’t
have a pulmonary artery,”
says Fred.
“At the time - this was near-
ly 15 years ago - they said
there was nobody over the
age of 20 that had survived
in the world with her condi-
tion.
“From what they could tell
shewas at the worst end of
the scale and we were told
to consider a termination.”
But Fred, a business owner
and speaker, and Simon,
42, achemical engineer,
didn’t give up and instead
made contact with a highly-
respected surgeon at Bir-
mingham Children’s
Hospital. She was born
andthenattenanda
halfmonths old was
strong enough to
undergo surgery
tohave a bovine
artery and valve
fitted in her
chest.
“She just
went up and




Thursday, December5,2013 www.doncasterfreepress.co.uk

SURVIVE SERIOUS CONDITION

parents took the brave decision to opt for a clinical trial

Ry A

Fred, Simon, Hannah and harlie Roberts

up,” Fred recalls. ‘plumbing’ of her heart but tory at Cambridge Univer- life.

“She started gettingchubby =~ became one oftheyoungest  sity before becomingan Both Charlie and Hannah
cheeksand thriving. Before  peopleevertohaveaspecial ~ author. Meanwhile, Hannah  say they are conscious of
longshewasupandwalking devicefittedunderherskin  wants tofocus on sciences the scars on their chests but
and doing everything. that does a similar job. and mathswithaviewtobe-  they’re there because they
“They thought that with Things have settled down coming adoctor specialising  tellastory.

the amount of growth from for now and both girls have in paediatric cardio-thorac-  Charlie says: “I don’t mind
being a baby, to starting thrown themselves into icsurgery - the same kind my scars but I don’t like peo-

school, to being a teenager their hobbies and studies. of surgery which ple asking about it.

she would need it changing Charlie aspirestostudy his-  saved her “It’s quite funny really be-
but so far so good. cause the scars get me
“Idon’t know how many out of cross country

were in the clinical trial but
she was in the first batch of
kids to have that. The clini-

- after I've done one
lap the PE teach-
erssay, ‘Thatsit
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Hospitalinspectors
happy withcare

Inspectorswhovisited Don-
caster Royal Infirmary say it
provides a good standard of
care, particulatrly for the

the inspectors had no con-
cerns about the care and
welfare of people using the
hospital or the way the trust
that runs it seeks patients’

elderly. consent to treatment, coop-
The unannounced in- erateswithother providers,
spectionreport by the Care  supports staff and assesses
Quality Commission high-  the quality ofits services.
lighted praise from patients, Patients praised the care
and staff who feel engaged being provided, with one
and well supported byman-  saying ‘the staff are superb’.
agers. Inspectors noted that
Alargeteamofinspectors staff said there was now a
from the CQC, whichregu- very transparent culture

lates organisations provid-
ing health and social care in
England, visited DRI in late
September and early Octo-
ber to look at the quality of
care being provided. They
were particularly interest-

where they could raise is-
sues and felt well support-
ed by managers in getting
them resolved. A number
commented that the senior
team, including the chiefex-
ecutive, wereinterested, ap-

edinthecareofolderpeople proachable and listened to

whoareadmittedtohospital what they said.

after breaking a hip. The CQC also inspect-
Their conclusion was ed Montagu Hospital in

that DRIis providingagood Mexborough and reported

standard of healthcare and

similarly positive findings.

.

caltrial hasclearly beena now, don’t do any
huge success and hopefully more, we don’t
alot more kids have it now.” want anything
But the Roberts family tohappento
dramadidn’t end there.Ona you.”
Saturday morning in Febru- Fred says: “We
ary 2010, Charlie wasin bed have gone
and didn’t wake up. through all of #
She had suffered a cardiac thisbut onaday Get BT Sport for free with BT Broadband.
arrest and wasrushed to to day basiswe
Doncaster Royal Infirmary. still get frustrat-
“They did ask us the ques- ed at the typical
tion of whether we wanted teenage stufflike
them to let her die,” says the girlsleaving their
Fred. bagsin the lounge, not
“Ithink they were under the bringing their uniforms
impression that she had had down to be washed and
abad life and had always suf- shouting at each other. . -
fered. But she hasn’t - she’s “Tome we arejustliving a P
had areally good life.” normal life and we are a nor-
Once again, Charlie mal family.”
bounced back. She was un- ® Frederiia shares her es- 0800 432 0738
able to have a standard pace sential ingredients for a ful- bt.com/freesport
maker due to the abnormal filled and happy life in her 6,95 delivery for Hub
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Unlimited UK* Weekend Calls and a BT Home Hub (unless BT has already provided you with one). You'll need to pay by
Direct Debit. Subject to availability. *Calls of up to an hour to 01, 02 and 03 numbers excluding the Channel Islands. Other
exclusions apply. Calls to 0871 cost a maximum of 10.2p per minute plus 15p set-up fee; calls to 070 cost no more than
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Charlie and Hannah (pictured above) inintensive care at Birmingham
Children’s Hospital after surgery

from 11am to 2pm on Friday,
Decemberi3.

MOREKIDS HAVEIT’




